15 Things You Don’t Know about Bruce Mackenzie

1. I am the 7th consecutive generation to have been college
educated. My father told me this, but I cannot verify past five.
2. I make French onion and beef barley soups, three gallons at
a time and freeze for the winter. My beef barley soup uses
two entire beef tenderloins. They’re both pretty darn good.
3. My first writing experience was as commissioner of my
fantasy football league in 1988 and creating the weekly
newsletter. There was a lot of humor in these letters.
4. I once amassed one of the largest collections of Dicken’s
Village pieces. It consisted of more than 121 houses, complete
with a working train and occupied more than 230 square feet
of table space. With over 170 figurines and more than 200
trees, it took two months to set up.
5. I was a contestant on the TV show Jeopardy. After writing
down the correct final answer, I out-thought myself and
changed it. That cross-out cost me more than $10,000. That
was a hell of a lot of money in 1968.
6. My great grandfather fought with the British regiments at
the charge of the heavy brigade at the Battle of Balaclava in
the Crimean War in 1854.
7. I was challenged to a 10,000-push-up contest by my
youngest son after he returned from serving in Iraq. I
completed it and he didn’t. At 77, I can still drop down and do
40.
8. My house is known as Black Cow Land. For those of you not
from the Chicago area, that is a root beer float. My 12
grandchildren anxiously await their black cows when they
come over. The parents dread the sugar highs.
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9. My wife, Joneen, and I were married in Denver in 2004 and
had a second ceremony in Kilcoy Castle, north of Inverness,
Scotland where my great-great grandfather was born in 1779.
We had a vows renewal with the same pastor in 2014 in the
same great hall of the castle.
10. At our wedding reception in Denver, we were “interrupted”
during dinner by a 10-piece bagpipe band dressed in their full
regalia.
11. I have worn my kilt at least 6 or 7 days a year for the past
25 years. Every year I get asked the same question.
12. Joneen and I have been blessed to have traveled to 87
countries. It is an amazing planet.
13. I swam a mile across Lake McDonald in Glacier Park,
Montana with a water temperature of 52 degrees.
14. I never played an inning of organized baseball in my life,
but I have either coached or have been associated with a
program that has produced five major league players.
15. I have yet to discover a scotch whisky that I haven’t liked.
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